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Dilemma, Reform of Shared Governance

in Contemporary American Universities and Its Inspirations
YU Cheng-hai', CHENG Jin-kuan®
(1. Department of Teaching Affairs, Anhui Polytechnic University , Wuhu 241000, China;
2. School o f Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)
Abstract; Since the end of the 20th century, shared governance had been confronted
with troubles such as the decline of the teachers’ participation, the opposite understanding of
shared governance between teachers and administrators,and the degeneration of its function.
Therefore, American universities were attempting to improve it by unionization, establishing
connections between the institution type and the governance style, speeding up the decision-
making process of shared governance, enhancing understanding and cooperation, and so on.
The reform of shared governance in American universities showed that it was still the most
attractive academic system design. It could resolve the difficulty of pan administration in
Chinese universities with the idea and system design of shared governance on the basis of a-
voiding its shortcomings.
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